
 

 
DEVELOPMENT AND PROPERTY COMMITTEE 

 
Tuesday, March 30, 2011 

 
 
A special meeting of the Development and Property Committee was held on Wednesday, 
March 30, 2011, at 9:30 a.m., at the County of Renfrew Administration Building, Pembroke, 
Ontario. 
 
Present were:   Don Rathwell, Chair 
    Robert Sweet, Warden 
      
and Committee Members: Raye-Anne Briscoe, Mary Campbell, Donald Eady, Audrey Green, 

Norm Lentz, David Thompson 
 
Staff Present: W. James Hutton, Chief Administrative Officer/Clerk 
 Paul Moreau, Director of Development & Property 

Judy Kelly, Administrative Assistant, Development & Property 
 

Absent: Audrey Green 
              
 
Chair Rathwell called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m.  
 
Warden Sweet provided background information on the abandonment process of the section of 
CP rail line from Smiths Falls to Petawawa (Camspur) which resulted in Lanark and Renfrew 
Counties submitting an expression of interest letter to CP Rail to ensure that they are afforded the 
right of first refusal on the acquisition of the rail property if the line is abandoned. He advised 
that the next section of rail line from Camspur to Mattawa has now been abandoned and 
indicated that he had a teleconference with Mayor Dean Backer, Town of Mattawa, and Mayor 
Robert Corriveau, Township of Papineau-Cameron, to discuss this abandonment. During the call 
it was agreed that a joint letter, similar to the one sent previously from Lanark and Renfrew 
Counties, would be sent to CP (see County Council Addendum report attached as Appendix I). 
 
Warden Sweet advised Committee that CP wants to keep the line as one piece of property for 
sale purposes. Discussion was held on the process to be used to notify the public on the use of 
the rail line once it becomes the property of the County. 
 
RESOLUTION NO. DP-C-11-03-24 
 
Moved by: Mayor Campbell 
Seconded by: Mayor Eady 
 
WHEREAS Canadian Pacific Rail has issued a Notice of Sale or Discontinuance of the railway 
line in accordance with the Canada Transportation Act for the rail line between mile 104 Chalk 
River subdivision and mile 70 North Bay subdivision (Petawawa to Mattawa);  
 
AND WHEREAS Canadian Pacific Rail has issued a Notice of Sale or Discontinuance of the 
Railway line in accordance with the Canada Transportation Act for the rail line between mile 
104 Chalk River subdivision and mile 70 North Bay subdivision (Petawawa to Mattawa);  
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AND WHEREAS the Federal and Provincial Governments have allowed the deadline (mile 70 to 
mile 104) to acquire the railway to lapse;  
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the County of Renfrew submit a letter of intent 
for right of first refusal with Canadian Pacific Railway to acquire the rail bed for future use 
consistent with the County of Renfrew Abandoned Railway Rights-of-Way Policy upon the 
completion of the abandonment process. 
 
RESOLUTION NO. DP-C-11-03-25 

 
Moved by: Mayor Campbell 
Seconded by: Reeve Lentz 
 
THAT this meeting adjourn. Time –  9:52 a.m. 
 
CARRIED. 
 
 
 



 

 

ADDENDUM TO 
DEVELOPMENT & PROPERTY COMMITTEE REPORT 

MARCH 30, 2011 
_____________________________________________________________________                   
 
RESOLUTIONS 
 
19. CP Rail Line 
 

On March 16, 2011, the abandonment process under the Canada Transportation Act 
concluded for the CP line from Petawawa to Mattawa. On Monday, March 28, 2011, 
Mayor Dean Backer, Town of Mattawa, Mayor Robert Corriveau, Township of Papineau-
Cameron, and Warden Bob Sweet convened a brief teleconference to discuss the 
abandonment of the CP rail line from Petawawa to Mattawa. During that call, all parties 
agreed to proceed with discussions with CP now that the line is abandoned. This would 
be initiated through a joint letter from the Township of Papineau-Cameron, Town of 
Mattawa and the County of Renfrew. The letter would be similar to the one sent 
previously from Renfrew and Lanark Counties.  

  
RESOLUTION NO. DP-CC-11-03-24 
 
Moved by Chair 
Seconded by Committee 
 
WHEREAS Canadian Pacific Rail has issued a Notice of Sale or Discontinuance of the railway 
line in accordance with the Canada Transportation Act for the rail line between mile 104 Chalk 
River subdivision and mile 70 North Bay subdivision (Petawawa to Mattawa);  
 
AND WHEREAS Canadian Pacific Rail has issued a Notice of Sale or Discontinuance of the 
Railway line in accordance with the Canada Transportation Act for the rail line between 
mile 104 Chalk River subdivision and mile 70 North Bay subdivision (Petawawa to Mattawa);  
 
AND WHEREAS the Federal and Provincial Governments have allowed the deadline (mile 70 to 
mile 104) to acquire the railway to lapse;  
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the County of Renfrew submit a letter of intent 
for right of first refusal with Canadian Pacific Railway to acquire the rail bed for future use 
consistent with the County of Renfrew Abandoned Railway Rights-of-Way Policy upon the 
completion of the abandonment process. 
 
 
 
 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 
 
Donald Rathwell, Chair 
 
And Committee Members: Raye-Anne Briscoe, Mary Campbell, Donald Eady, Audrey Green, 
Norm Lentz, Bob Sweet, David Thompson  
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