
 

 
DEVELOPMENT AND PROPERTY COMMITTEE 

 
Tuesday, March 8, 2011 

 
 
A meeting of the Development and Property Committee was held on Tuesday, March 8, 2011, at 
9:30 a.m., at the County of Renfrew Administration Building, Pembroke, Ontario. 
 
Present were:   Don Rathwell, Chair 
    Bob Sweet, Warden 
      
and Committee Members: Raye-Anne Briscoe, Mary Campbell, Donald Eady 
 
Staff Present: Jim Hutton, Chief Administrative Officer/Clerk 
 Paul Moreau, Director of Development & Property 
 Charles Cheesman, Manager of Planning  
 Jim Lynch, Manager of Real Property Assets 
 Jeff Muzzi, Manager of Forestry   

Alastair Baird, Manager of Economic Development 
Judy Kelly, Administrative Assistant, Development & Property 
 

Regrets: David Thompson 
 Norm Lentz 
 Audrey Green 
              
 
Chair Rathwell called the meeting to order at 9:35 a.m. The roll was called and no pecuniary 
interests were disclosed. 
 
RESOLUTION NO. DP-C-11-03-17 

 
Moved by: Mayor Campbell 
Seconded by: Warden Sweet 
 
THAT the minutes of the February 8, 2011 meeting be adopted as printed and circulated. 
  
CARRIED. 
 
DEVELOPMENT & PROPERTY 
 
Mr. Moreau overviewed the Development and Property Department Report, which is attached as 
Appendix I.  
 
Discussion was held on the letters from Minister Merrifield regarding the future of the CP 
railway line. Warden Sweet advised that CP has met the conditions of the Canada 
Transportation Act legislation, but because of climate conditions in Renfrew County CP cannot 
pull up the rails until weather permits; therefore, if an offer comes forth in the meantime, CP 
may entertain it. This may also apply to the Camspur to Mattawa portion of the rail line. 
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Discussion was held on the Ottawa River Heritage designation. Mayor Campbell advised that 
according to a recent television program she watched on the Marguerite River in New 
Brunswick, the heritage designation has no regulations associated with it.  When asked, Mr. 
Moreau advised that a Conservation Authority outside Renfrew County cannot have any 
authority in Renfrew County. Mayor Briscoe thanked Mr. Moreau for his leadership on this issue 
and for putting the document together and also thanked Mr. Fred Blackstein for all his hard work 
on this project. She indicated that we now must take some leadership and present this document 
to our municipalities and inform our ratepayers – show them the facts. There are 11 rivers in 
Ontario (41 total across Canada) that have this designation and none of them have any issues 
with the designation. We need to show that the impediment to this situation is that we must wait 
for our MP’s endorsement. This is a very important economic and tourism related issue for the 
County of Renfrew. Committee agreed that the document be mailed to all CAOs of 
municipalities in the County, as well as all municipalities along the Ottawa River and the Prime 
Minister of Canada. Mayor Campbell advised that the Ottawa Valley Tourist Association 
(OVTA) has been working on destination marketing and this heritage designation is important to 
this issue. The Rideau River has an Ontario Heritage Designation and the OVTA is wondering 
how we bring the tourists from the Rideau River to the Ottawa Valley. Mayor Campbell 
applauded Warden Sweet’s efforts to get partners on side (e.g. Mayor Jim Watson – City of 
Ottawa). She indicated that we also need to inform the Ouataouais region as they are also 
working on destination marketing (including some of the areas that are also on the Transport 
Pontiac-Renfrew board). Mr. Moreau advised that he did contact the Province of Ontario and 
they are looking for the letter from the Province of Quebec indicating that they were opting out 
of the heritage designation because they had their own priorities and their own designation 
process.  Mayor Briscoe advised that Quebec also opted out for other reasons at the time.  
 
RESOLUTION NO. DP-C-11-03-18 
 
Moved by: Mayor Briscoe 
Seconded by: Warden Sweet 
 
THAT this Committee directs staff to send the memorandum from Mr. Paul Moreau, Director of 
Development and Property, on the Approval of the Designation of the Ottawa River to the 
Canadian Heritage Rivers System (CHRS) (including the news release from Ministers Baird and 
Cansfield dated May 16, 2008) to all 17 municipalities in the County of Renfrew, municipalities 
along the Ottawa River, local MPPs, Eastern Ontario MPs, the Ottawa Valley Tourist 
Association and also to the Minister of the Environment, the Honourable Peter Kent, with a 
special request asking him to forward the facts to the MP of Renfrew-Nipissing-Pembroke. 
 
CARRIED. 
 
Mr. Moreau continued to overview the Department Report. 
 
Mayor Briscoe inquired if there is any progress in getting the County logo put on the County of 
Renfrew ambulances. Mr. Hutton advised that it is being worked on. 
 
Discussion was held on the resolution from the Niagara Region and the Town of Fort Erie 
regarding Land Conservation Services and the lack of resources for the planning of land use with 
a strategy towards returning governance back to municipalities – especially rural ones. Mayor 
Briscoe indicated that this issue requires more investigation and more time and discussion at 
another time. Mayor Campbell advised that this is broader than the Provincial Policy Statement 
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(PPS) and staff should be directed to prepare a brief on this to have positive direction before 
southern Ontario pushes us back with regulations more suited to urban areas. Chair Rathwell 
suggested taking a brief to the EOWC and have it submitted through them. Mr. Hutton advised 
that the direction from the EOWC is that the PPS should remain flexible, but municipalities can 
go beyond the PPS (which is a minimum standard) and provide more detail in their Official Plan 
and Zoning By-law.  Committee agreed with Mr. Hutton’s recommendation that Committee 
receive this resolution as information and maintain the EOWC’s position on the PPS.  
 
Discussion was held on the letter from the Ministry of Natural Resources requesting space to 
accommodate an Emergency Centre. Mr. Hutton advised that the Council Chambers is the 
Emergency Operations Centre for the County of Renfrew and asked that this be kept in mind 
during the discussions with MNR. 
 
Chair Rathwell congratulated Mr. Baird on his promotion to Manager of Economic 
Development. 
 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
 
Mr. Baird overviewed the Economic Development Division Report, which is part of the 
Development and Property Department Report.  
 
Mayor Campbell inquired if municipalities in the Creative Economy Project will be contacted 
soon. Mr. Baird advised that he is waiting to hear if the County is successful in a funding request 
to support this project.  
 
Mayor Campbell inquired about the progress on the signage for the Roots and Rivers Project. 
Mr. Baird advised that this project is still in progress as signs are currently being made for the 
new Naturalists Routes. 
 
OTTAWA VALLEY TOURIST ASSOCIATION 
 
Mr. Baird overviewed the Ottawa Valley Tourist Association Report, which is part of the 
Development and Property Department Report. 
 
Mayor Briscoe asked that Item 5 (OVTA’s Tourism Tent at Expo 150) be amended for the 
County Council report thanking Expo 150 for the donation of the tent for the OVTA. Mayor 
Campbell asked that OVTA also be thanked for the free advertising in the Travel Guide for the 
Expo 150 event. 
 
ENTERPRISE RENFREW COUNTY (ERC) 
 
Mr. Baird overviewed the Enterprise Renfrew County Report, which is part of the Development 
and Property Department Report. 
 
Mayor Campbell complimented ERC staff on the informative Funders Forum event.  
 
FORESTRY 
 
Mr. Muzzi overviewed the Forestry Division Report, which is part of the Development and 
Property Department Report.  
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Mr. Moreau acknowledged Mr. Muzzi for the significant amount of positive information in the 
media regarding the County forests and forestry in general. Chair Rathwell thanked Mr. Muzzi 
for all his work in the forestry area. 
 
REAL PROPERTY 
 
Mr. Lynch overviewed the Real Property Assets Division Report, which is part of the 
Development and Property Department Report.  
 
PLANNING 
 
Mr. Cheesman overviewed the Planning Division Report, which is part of the Development and 
Property Department Report.  
 
Mayor Campbell thanked Mr. Cheesman for the Karst discussion paper, and advised that she 
intends to parallel what the County is doing in McNab/Braeside. Mr. Hutton advised using “in-
situ” before overburden in Section 5.1 and Section 5.2 of the discussion paper instead of 
“natural.” It was reiterated that this protocol would affect new severances only. When asked 
what would happen if this protocol was not followed, Mr. Cheesman advised that the consent 
would be  disputed and would have to go to the Land Division Committee hearing. Mr. Moreau 
advised that this report should only be used for planning purposes. 
 
RESOLUTION NO. DP-C-11-03-19 
 
Moved by: Mayor Briscoe 
Seconded by:  Mayor Campbell 
 
THAT the Development and Property Department Report attached as Appendix I be approved. 
 
CARRIED. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Mr. Muzzi overviewed the Forestry Addendum Report distributed at the meeting and attached as 
Appendix II entitled “Easement for Hydro One on Beachburg Tract.” Discussion followed.  
 
RESOLUTION NO. DP-C-11-03-20 
 
Moved by: Mayor Campbell 
Seconded by: Mayor Eady 
 
WHEREAS the Corporation of the County of Renfrew passed By-law No. 99-07 on the 28th of 
November, 2007 wherein it agreed to grant an easement over certain lands to Hydro One 
Networks Inc.; 
 
AND WHEREAS said By-law No. 99-07 did not contain a legal description of said lands, which 
are now described as Part 1 on a plan deposited in the Registry Office for the Land Titles 
Division of Renfrew (No. 49) as Plan 49R-16931; 
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT Part 1, Reference Plan 49R-16931 be and are 
the lands referred to in By-law 99-07 and that County Council pass a by-law to amend By-law 
99-07 being a By-law to authorize an Agreement to Grant an Easement to Hydro One Networks 
Inc. to Construct and Maintain a Hydro Transmission Line Within the County of Renfrew 
Beachburg Forest Tract. 
 
CARRIED. 
 
Warden Sweet provided Committee with an update on the activities of the EOWC and the 
Ontario Good Roads Association (OGRA) Conference. He advised that he will provide briefs to 
all County Council members on the issues presented. Warden Sweet informed Committee that 
the EOWC addressed farm and forest rebates at the OGRA Conference and provided a map to 
the Ministers showing how farm, forest and Crown Land affects Renfrew County (map prepared 
by County of Renfrew GIS staff). Mayor Briscoe requested that a copy of the map be given to all 
of Renfrew County Council and that it be put on the overhead projector during the meeting. She 
thanked Mr. Davis and GIS staff for their hard work. Warden Sweet advised that a similar map 
will be done for all of Ontario. Warden Sweet informed Committee that he spoke to Minister 
Brad Duguid regarding the future of AECL. The Minister advised that the government is 
planning to go ahead with a domestic nuclear reactor for a new build. 
 
Mayor Eady advised that he would like to recognize the dedication of the County staff.  
 
Mr. Darch entered the meeting at 11:20 a.m. 
 
RESOLUTION NO. DP-C-11-03-21 

 
Moved by: Mayor Campbell 
Seconded by: Mayor Eady 
 
THAT this meeting becomes a closed meeting for the following purpose(s): Time – 11:23 a.m. 

(a) the security of the property of the municipality or local board;  

(b) personal matters about an identifiable individual, including  municipal or local 
board employees; 

 

(c) a proposed or pending acquisition or disposition of land by the municipality or 
local board; 

 

(d) labour relations or employee negotiations;  

(e) litigation or potential litigation, including matters before administrative tribunals, 
affecting the municipality or local board; 

 

(f) advice that is subject to solicitor-client privilege, including communications 
necessary for that purpose; 

 

(g) a matter in respect of which a council, board, committee or other body may hold a 
closed meeting under another act; 

 

(h) a meeting of a council or local board or of a committee of either of them may be 
closed to the public if the following conditions are both satisfied: 

 

  

 

 

X 
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 i. The meeting is held for the purpose of educating or training the members AND 

 
ii. At the meeting, no member discusses or otherwise deals with any matter in a way that 

materially advances the business or decision-making of the council, local board or 
committee. 

 
CARRIED. 
 
RESOLUTION NO. DP-C-11-03-22 

 
Moved by: Mayor Campbell 
Seconded by: Warden Sweet 
 
THAT this meeting resume as an open meeting. Time:  11:44 a.m. 
 
CARRIED. 
 
RESOLUTION NO. DP-C-11-03-23 

 
Moved by: Mayor Eady 
Seconded by: Mayor Campbell 
 
THAT this meeting adjourn and the next regular meeting be held on Tuesday, April 12, 2011 at 
the Town of Laurentian Hills Municipal Office. Time – 11:45 a.m. 
 
CARRIED. 
 
 
 



COUNTY OF RENFREW 
 

DEVELOPMENT & PROPERTY DEPARTMENT REPORT 
 

 
TO:  Development and Property Committee 
 
FROM: Paul Moreau, Director of Development & Property 
 
DATE: March 8, 2011   
 
SUBJECT: Departmental Report 
 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
1. The following items of correspondence have been received and are attached for 

Committee’s information. 
 
(a) Appendix I – Letter from the Honourable Rob Merrifield, Minister of State 

(Transport), to Warden Donald Rathwell, in response to the Warden’s letter of 
October 26, 2010 regarding the future of the railway line between Mattawa and 
Smiths Falls. 

 
Recommendation:  Receive as information. 
 

(b) Appendix II – Letter from the Honourable Rob Merrifield, Minister of State 
(Transport), to MPP Norman Sterling, in response to Mr. Sterling’s letter of 
November 20, 2010 that expressed his opposition to the Ottawa Valley Railway’s 
discontinuance of service. 

 
Recommendation:  Receive as information. 
 

(c) Appendix III – Memorandum to Renfrew County Council from Mr. Paul Moreau, 
Director of Development & Property, regarding the Approval of the Designation 
of the Ottawa River to the Canadian Heritage Rivers Systems. 

 
Recommendation:  Receive as information. 
 

(d) Appendix IV – Update on the initiatives of the Renfrew County Green Operations 
Property Management Committee. 

 
Recommendation:  Receive as information. 
 

(e) Appendix V – Letter from the Office of the Regional Clerk of the Niagara Region 
in response to the Town of Fort Erie’s request to petition the Minister of Natural 
Resources to improve the delivery of land conservation services in Ontario.  
 
Fort Erie’s resolution requests the Province to repeal the Conservation Authorities 
Act and enact new legislation mandating Regions and Counties to fulfill the role 
of Conservation Authorities. 
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The Regional Council approved the following recommendations of its Integrated 
Community Planning Committee: to continue its efforts to work with the 
Provincial government ministries (including via Niagara Week deliberations) to 
assure appropriate balance of Land Conservation Services with other policies as 
identified in Report ICP 63-2010 (Provincial Policy Statement Review) and this 
report; and not support the request of the Town of Fort Erie at this time. 

 
Recommendation:  Receive as information. 
 

(f) Appendix VI – Letter from Ms. Mona Denault, Logistic Services Supervisor, 
Pembroke District of the Ministry of Natural Resources, to Mr. Paul Moreau, 
Director of Development and Property, inquiring if the County has space that the 
Ministry could access for an alternate Emergency Centre. 

 
Recommendation:  Receive as information. 
 
INFORMATION 
 
2. Manager of Economic Development 
 

Mr. Alastair Baird was the successful candidate for the position of Manager of Economic 
Development effective February 28, 2011. We have commenced the process to fill his 
former position of Business Development Officer. 

 
3. Economic Development Division  
 

Attached as Appendix VII to this report is the Economic Development Division Report, 
prepared by Mr. Alastair Baird, Manager of the Economic Development Division, 
providing an update on activities. 

 
4. Ottawa Valley Tourist Association 
 

Attached as Appendix VIII to this report is the Ottawa Valley Tourist Association Report, 
prepared by Mr. Alastair Baird, Manager of the Economic Development Division, 
providing an update on activities. 

 
5. Enterprise Renfrew County 
 

Attached as Appendix IX to this report is the Enterprise Renfrew County Report, 
prepared by Mr. Alastair Baird, Manager of the Economic Development Division, 
providing an update on activities. 

 
6. Forestry Division 
 

Attached as Appendix X to this report is the Forestry Division Report, prepared by Mr. 
Jeff Muzzi, Manager of the Forestry Division, providing an update on activities. 
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7. Real Property Assets Division 
 

Attached as Appendix XI to this report is the Real Property Assets Division Report, 
prepared by Mr. Jim Lynch, Manager of the Real Property Assets Division, providing an 
update on activities. 

 
8. Planning Division 
 

Attached as Appendix XII to this report is the Planning Division Report, prepared by Mr. 
Charles Cheesman, Manager of the Planning Division, providing an update on activities. 

4
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                                              M E M O R A N D U M 
 
 
TO:  Renfrew County Council 
 
FROM: Paul Moreau, Director of Development and Property 
 
DATE: February 23, 2011 
 
RE: Approval of the Designation of the Ottawa River to the Canadian Heritage 

Rivers Systems (CHRS) 
 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
Currently, Ontario has 11 rivers designated as part of the CHRS. These are the French, Mattawa-
La Vase Portages, Grand, Boundary Waters-Voyageur Waterway, Bloodvein, Humber, Rideau 
Waterway, Thames, St. Marys, Detroit and the Missinaibi. 
 
The Ottawa River heritage designation initiative began in 2003. It has received a significant 
degree of grass-roots involvement, demonstrated by the organization of  the Ottawa River 
Heritage Designation Committee (ORHDC); a  citizens’  group representing  the  general  public, 
organizations,  agencies  and  municipalities along  the  Quebec  and  Ontario  shores  of  the 
Ottawa  River. There have been expressions of support from members of federal and provincial 
parliament and municipal government, as well as contributions made by numerous organizations 
and partners. 
 
The first four principles of the CHRS as documented in its 1997 “Charter,” best summarize the 
salient points (emphasis added). 
 

i) Participation in the Canadian Heritage Rivers System is voluntary. 
ii) Participants in the Canadian Heritage Rivers System will retain their traditional 

jurisdictional powers over rivers included in the System including ownership of land, 
the choice to nominate a river to the System and the right to continue to operate and 
manage designated rivers in accordance with the objectives of the system. 

iii) All participants in the Canadian Heritage Rivers System will respect the rights and 
concerns of communities, Aboriginal Peoples, land owners and other stakeholders in 
the nomination, designation and management of Canadian Heritage Rivers. 

iv) Rivers, or sections of rivers, included in the Canadian Heritage Rivers System will meet 
the spirit of the heritage and recreational value selection guidelines as set out by the 
Canadian Heritage Rivers Board. 

 

9 INTERNATIONAL DRIVE 
PEMBROKE, ON, CANADA 

K8A 6W5 
(613) 735-3204 or (613) 735-0091 

Toll Free:  1-800-273-0183 
FAX: (613) 735-2492 

www.countyofrenfrew.on.ca 

DEVELOPMENT & PROPERTY 
DEPARTMENT 
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Issues of private ownership and development have already been dealt with, as noted in (then) 
Warden Donald Rathwell’s July 8, 2010 letter to Prime Minister Harper. 
 

“Over the past seven years, numerous public meetings and consultation sessions 
were held and hundreds of stakeholders participated in the process, including the 
First Nations communities. The Algonquins of Pikwakanagan have been a vital 
member of the Designation Committee since its inception. 
 
Concerns raised by Cheryl Gallant, MP for Renfrew-Nipissing-Pembroke, 
concerning potential negative impacts on development have been addressed 
numerous times by the Designation Committee and staff of the Canadian Heritage 
Rivers System. Quite simply, the designation will not affect existing laws and 
existing laws and regulations will continue to apply. 
 
Prime Minister Harper, the Council of the County of Renfrew respectfully 
requests your consideration of this extremely important matter and hopefully, the 
Ottawa River can be recognized as the great and historic river that it truly is.” 

 
With respect to concerns that designation of the Ontario side of the Ottawa River would be 
precedent setting, Mayor Raye-Anne Briscoe’s letter of September 21, 2010 to Prime Minister 
Harper notes: 
 

“Prime Minister Harper, it is clearly understood that Heritage Designation in no 
way affects any existing municipal, provincial or federal legislation. 
 
It is further clearly understood that in Canada, there is precedent for an inter-
provincial river system at the outset to be successfully nominated within the 
jurisdiction of only one province. The classic example would be the Clearwater 
River with Saskatchewan at the beginning and Alberta following a number of 
years later.” 

 
ROLE OF CONSERVATION AUTHORITIES: 
 
As a result of concerns raised at Renfrew County Council on January 26, 2011 regarding the 
possible impact of a Conservation Authority, the following is based on a study of existing 
legislation, discussions with former colleagues and other sources. 
 
Conservation Authorities are corporate bodies created by the province at the request of two or 
more municipalities in accordance with the requirements of the Conservation Authorities Act 
(CA Act). Section 20 of the CA Act provides the mandate for an Authority to offer a broad 
resources management program. Section 21 of the CA Act provides the mandate to have 
watershed-based resource management programs and/or policies that are approved by the Board 
of Directors. 
 
Conservation Authorities operating under the authority of the CA Act, and in conjunction with 
municipalities, develop business plans, watershed plans and natural resource management plans 
within their jurisdictions (watersheds). These plans may recommend specific approaches to land 
use and resource planning and management that should be incorporated into municipal planning 
documents and related development applications in order to be implemented. 
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Conservation Authorities may become involved in the review of municipal planning documents 
(e.g., Official Plans, zoning by-laws) and development applications under the Planning Act to 
ensure that program interests developed and defined under Section 20 and 21 of the CA Act are 
addressed in land use decisions made by municipal planning authorities. In this role, the 
Conservation Authority is responsible to represent its program and policy interests as a 
watershed based resource management agency. 
 
What is important in this report is that Conservation Authorities have only a small portion of 
their watershed that enters Renfrew County.  Therefore, they have no authority or mandate to 
operate in Renfrew County. 
 
It is also important to recognize that the powers granted to a Conservation Authority are limited 
to the watershed as defined by regulation under the CA Act.   
 
Finally, heritage river designation does nothing to expand or enhance the authority or 
jurisdiction of a Conservation Authority. 
 
While researching the files on the Ottawa River Heritage Designation initiative, I discovered the 
press release issued by Federal Environment Minister John Baird and Provincial Minister of 
Natural Resources Donna Cansfield. I have attached their May 16, 2008 news release for 
reference, as I believe it summarizes the arguments most eloquently. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PM/jhk 
 
Attachment 
 
 
 
 
P:\Data\COUNTY\R - RECREATION & CULTURE\R01 HERITAGE PRESERVATION\OTTAWA RIVER\Renfrew County Council - 
Approval Feb 11 ltr.doc 
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RENFREW COUNTY GREEN OPERATIONS 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

 
Purpose 
 
The purpose of the Renfrew County Green Operations Property Management Committee is to 
review energy utilization and operational procedures in each County facility to identify areas for 
improvements in energy efficiency and common operational practices. 
 
Members of Committee 
 
The Director of the Development and Property Department chairs the Committee consisting of 
the following members: 
 Paramedic Service Deputy Chief – Logistics – Emergency Services Department 
 Technical Services Supervisor – Renfrew County Housing Corporation 
 Environmental Services Supervisor – Bonnechere Manor 
 Environmental Services Supervisor – Miramichi Lodge 
 Manager of Real Property Assets 
 Director of Public Works and Engineering 
 Chief Administrative Officer 
 Media Relations/Grants Coordinator 
 Manager of Information Technology 
 

 
GREEN OPERATIONS COMMITTEE 2011 PRIORITIES 

1. Facility energy management plans as required by the Green Energy Act  
 

2. Waste management (review of opportunities) 
a. explore economies of scale (private vendor for service)  
b. education 

 
3. Review of data associated with energy usage/savings (comparison with previous years) 

a. bulletin/newsletter 3 times per year 
b. sharing information on successes and failures 

 
4. Fuel usage – Public Works/EMS vehicles (review of opportunities) 

a. fleet management plan 
b. change over to blue tech diesel 

 
5. Consolidate Servers (IT) 

a. Print strategy (analysis of current practices) 
 

6. Assessment of street lighting/energy management (review of opportunities)  
 
In addition to these priorities, the committee also agreed to investigate opportunities for 
photovoltaic systems on County properties. The committee agreed to investigate a pilot project at 
Bonnechere Manor as the first step. 
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Ministry of    Ministère des    
Natural Resources    Richesses naturelles 
31 Riverside Drive   
Pembroke, ON  Telephone:  (613) 732-5500 
K8A 8R6  Facsimile:    (613) 732-5539 

 
February 17, 2011 
 
 
 
 
County of Renfrew 
9 International Drive 
Pembroke, ON  K8A 6W5 
 
Attention:  Paul Moreau, Director of Development and Property 
 
Dear Paul: 
 
On behalf of the Ministry of Natural Resources in Pembroke, I am searching for space to 
accommodate an Emergency Centre. Would your facility have such a room or space we could 
potentially have access to if needed? 
     
We do have an Emergency set up here at our location.   What we are looking for is an alternate 
location where we could set up should we not be able to utilize our location due to unforeseen 
circumstances.   I would also like to know if we could store an Emergency Kit at your location.    
 
Please advise if this is feasible and what is available. Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Yours truly, 
 
 
 
Mona Denault 
Logistic Services Supervisor 
Pembroke District 
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DIVISION REPORT  
Prepared by: Alastair Baird, Manager of Economic Development  

Prepared for: Development & Property Committee 
March 8, 2011 

 
 
INFORMATION 
 
1. Forestry and Value-added Wood Processing Sector 

 
A representative of the Centre for Research and Innovation in the Bio Economy 
(CRIBE) based on Thunder Bay and funded by the Province of Ontario, met with forest 
industry representatives on Wednesday, March 2, 2011.  The purpose of the meetings, 
and a tour of the Ensyn facilities in Renfrew, was to investigate the possibilities of 
accessing the CRIBE funding for any innovative forest biomass transformation processes 
here in the County.  There were two possible project areas where CRIBE may play a 
role. 

 
2. Agri-Business Sector 

 
A potential investor is investigating a high volume use of agricultural biomass fibre to 
produce a structural product for the North American market. 
 

3. Activity Indicators for February, 2011 
 
TYPE New Closed  Success 
Industrial Space Investigations 2   
Industrial Space Investigations Area 95,000 sq. ft.   
Industrial Operator Request for Assistance    
Service Industry Space Investigations 1   
Specific Business Investment Opportunities Sought:    
Successful Investments    
Successful Investment Area    
Successful Investment Value    
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OTTAWA VALLEY TOURIST ASSOCIATION REPORT 
Prepared by: Alastair Baird, Manager of Economic Development Services 

Prepared for: Development & Property Committee 
March 8, 2011 

 
 
INFORMATION 
 
1. Toronto Outdoor Adventure Show 
 

Ottawa Valley Tourist Association staff and member companies recently attended the 
Toronto Outdoor Adventure Show (February 25-27, 2011) as the feature exhibitors and 
hosts of the Grand Prize in the Canadian Classic Adventure contest - a week of adventure 
at various resorts and attractions across the Ottawa Valley.  
 
Visitors to the OVTA booth were also able to indulge in free samples of County of 
Renfrew food products: maple syrup products from Mapleside Sugar Bush, sausages 
from Uncle Jim’s Meat Market, hemp products (seeds, cookies, dipping oil) from Stone 
Farms, ice cream from Eganville’s Finest All Natural Ice Cream and blueberry fudge 
from Hugli’s Blueberry Ranch. Also featured were entertainers from Stone Fence Theatre 
presenting Ottawa Valley music, stories and dance. 
 

2. Travel Guides and Road Maps - Distribution 
 
Ottawa Valley Tourist Association staff launched the mass distribution of the 2011 
Ottawa Valley Travel Guide and Road Map on February 11, 2011. 

 
3.  OVTA Annual Conference & Annual General Meeting (AGM) 

 
This year’s Annual Tourism Conference and AGM, to be held on April 28, 2011, will be 
hosted by the Twin Rivers Golf Club at CFB Petawawa. The full-day event will feature 
two keynote speakers, Louise Lacroix, Executive Director for Direction Ontario, and 
Bernard Charlebois, co-founder and CEO of Virtuo CMS Technologies Inc., as well as a 
Social Media Panel made up of OVTA members.  
 
Ms. Lacroix’s presentation will discuss the Francophone Tourism Market and will 
highlight opportunities to increase Francophone Tourism in the Ottawa Valley.  Mr. 
Charlebois will discuss social media tools and marketing, with a special focus on viral 
social media tools such as Facebook and Twitter. Staff are working with Mr. Charlebois 
to see if a small “social media - how-to” workshop can be provided to interested 
conference participants at the end of the day.  
 
The Social Media Panel will feature OVTA members who have put considerable time 
and effort into establishing social media campaigns for their businesses. The goal of the 
panel is to showcase OVTA members who have established strong social media 
campaigns and allow them to share the "trials and tribulations and successes" they've 
faced along the way.  
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4.  Rural Ramble 
 

The OVTA Marketing Committee has finalized the themes and dates of the 2011 Rural 
Ramble, which are: 
 
September 10 & 11: Adventure & Exploration 
September 17 & 18: Agriculture & Food 
September 24 & 25: History & Heritage 
October 1 & 2: Arts & Culture 
 
Detailed planning information will be made available in the coming weeks. 

 
5.  OVTA’s Tourism Tent at Expo 150 
 

The OVTA is pleased to announce that it is organizing a 40’ x 100’ tent to promote 
Tourism at the upcoming County of Renfrew Expo 150. The OVTA Tourism Tent will be 
an engaging, interactive, fun and educational space and promises to be a favourite 
destination for visitors to the Expo 150 festival site.  

 
Spaces inside the Tourism Tent are free for OVTA members, provided no goods or 
services are being sold. In addition to free tent space, the OVTA will provide Tourism 
Tent exhibitors with free signage, as well as tablecloths for display tables.  

 
Space inside the Tourism Tent is limited and all interested parties must submit a 
completed application form by March 25, 2011.  All applications will be subject to 
approval by an adhoc OVTA Expo 150 Committee.  

  
More information, including Tourism Tent guidelines and applications forms, can be 
obtained by contacting the OVTA office.  
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ENTERPRISE RENFREW COUNTY REPORT  
Prepared by: Alastair Baird, Manager of Economic Development Services 

Prepared for: Development & Property Committee 
March 8, 2011 

 
 
INFORMATION 
 
1. Enterprise Renfrew County (ERC) Activity Report 
 

The Enterprise Renfrew County (ERC) Activity Report for the month of January 2011 is 
attached as Appendix ERC-I.   

 
2.  ERC Business Visitations 

 
The ERC Business Visits Report for the month of January 2011 is attached as Appendix 
ERC-II. 
  

3. Summer Company 2011 
 
Enterprise Renfrew County has currently received applicant inquiries from 7 students in 
Renfrew County. An article that appeared in the February 17, 2011 edition of the 
Arnprior EMC is attached as Appendix ERC-III.  
  

4. Renfrew County Funders’ Forum 
  

Enterprise Renfrew County (ERC) partnered with several organizations to host a 
Funders’ Forum held on Thursday, February 17, 2011 at the Marguerite Centre in 
Pembroke. This event brought together funders and service providers interested in the 
development of communities in Renfrew County.  

  
The objective of the forum was to facilitate the access of not-for-profit/charitable 
organizations, small/medium businesses and municipalities to the available funding 
programs and to strengthen their capacities through training workshops. Participants had 
the opportunity to meet with funders and service providers individually by signing up on 
the appointment log to discuss their proposed projects. In addition, participants attended a 
training workshop on effective grant proposal writing in the afternoon. There were 146 in 
attendance.  

 
5. Small Business Enterprise Centre (SBEC) Eastern Regional Meeting 
 

Enterprise Renfrew County (ERC) staff attended a Regional Small Business Enterprise 
Centre (SBEC) meeting in Belleville, Ontario, on February 22-23, 2011. Agenda items 
included updates by Mr. Mitchell Wilkie, (MEDT Manager, Entrepreneurship 
Partnerships, Ms. Madge Linton (MEDT Team Coordinator, Youth Partnerships), E-
Business by Mr. Doug Bower (MEDT Manager, E-Business) and a Canada Business 
Ontario (CBO) update by Mr. Dan Humpheries.  
  
Mr. Philipp Wood (MEDT Regional Advisor Eastern Ontario) and Ms. Elizabeth Cornish 
(MEDT Regional Advisor Central Ontario) facilitated discussions on “How SBEC’s 
Have Changed,” “Ensuring Our SBEC’s Remain Relevant” and “Different Ways to 
Consult.” Ms. Elizabeth Cornish lead a brainstorming session on topics for the SBEC 
Provincial Conference taking place May 30, 31 and June 1, 2011 in Toronto.  
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Year to Date
Renfrew Pembroke Combined

A: SBEC Economic Impact:
Categories "Economic Impact"
Total Business Started 0 0 0 0
Total Business Expanded 0 0 0 0
Total Jobs Created 0 0 0 0
Total Others 0 0 0 0

B: Client Contacts
General Inquiries:
Total INQUIRIES 39 126 165 165
Website (# of page views) * 5995 5995

Client Consultations A:
New
Total NEW CONSULTATIONS 7 15 22 22
Repeat
Total REPEAT CONSULTATIONS 6 5 11 11
Total NEW/REPEAT CONSULTATIONS 13 20 33 33
French Language Consultations 0 0

Client Consultations B:
Total CLIENT CONSULTATIONS 13 20 33 33

Referral - Consultations
Total Referrals 7 16 23 23

C.SEMINARS AND WORKSHOPS: 
Categories "Activities"
Total Seminars "Activities" 0 1 1 1

"Attendance"
Total Seminar "Attendance" 0 21 21 21

D. OUTREACH / NETWORKING PRESENTATION
PART 1: GENERAL OUTREACH
Activity
Total Gen. Outreach/Visits/Networking 7 4 11 11
Total Activities "Outreach" 7 4 11 11

OUTREACH / NETWORKING PRESENTATION
Attendance
Total Attendance Gen. Outreach/Visits/Networking 20 15 35 35
Total Attendance "Outreach" 20 15 35 35

PART 2: YOUTH ENTREPRENEURSHIP

Month of January
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Activity
Total Activities "Youth" 0 1 1 1

Total Attendance "Youth"  0 6 6 6

E. EVENTS "HOSTED" 
Events
Total "Events" 0 0 0 0

Attendance
Total Attendance"Events" 0 0 0 0

F: MENTORING:
Total Protégés/Mentors Registered 0 0 0 0
Activities
Total Mentor/Protégé Sessions 0 0 0 0
Total Particpants 0 0 0 0
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MONTH Year To Date Activity Attendance
January

1 1 8 9

DATE BUSINESS NAME LOCATION ACTIVITY ATTENDANCE
Jan 21-11 Muldoon Millwork Renfrew 1 1
Jan 21-11 Morrison Automotive Arnprior 1 1
Jan 21-11 Handsfree Homecare Eganville 1 1
Jan 21-11 NAB Braeside 1 1
Jan 21-11 Titan Paralegal Renfrew 1 1
Jan 21-11 Village Common-Eco Store Barry's Bay 1 1
Jan 21-11 Wire Telecom Services Westmeath 1 2
Jan 19-11 LuSha Sportwear MFG Pembroke 1 1
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FORESTRY DIVISION REPORT  
Prepared by: Jeff Muzzi, Manager of Forestry Services 

Prepared for: Development & Property Committee 
March 8, 2011 

 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 

 
1. The following items of correspondence have been received and are attached for 

Committee’s information. 
 

(a) Appendix FOR-I – Letter from Ms. Jamie Lim, President and CEO, Ontario 
Forest Industries Association, informing Mr. Jeff Muzzi that he has been selected 
as a 2011 Forest Sector Champion and will be recognized at the Association’s 68th 
Annual Meeting on March 2, 2011. Also included in this appendix is: 1) a letter 
from Ms. Lim to Warden Bob Sweet advising that the County of Renfrew has 
been recognized for its remarkable leadership and support of Ontario’s forest 
sector; and 2) an article from the February 23, 2011 edition of the Daily Observer 
entitled “Making a difference in sustainable forest management.” 

 
Recommendation:  Receive as information. 
 
INFORMATION 

 
2. Staff Activities 

 
In addition to regular duties, staff has been involved in the following activities: 
 
• continuing inventory update and stand analysis for the 5-year update of the County of 

Renfrew Forest Management Plan; 
• attended the annual working group meeting of the Eastern Ontario Model Forest, with 

which the County is affiliated as a result of our Forest Stewardship Council 
certification; 

• completed a timber valuation exercise for the Township of Madawaska Valley; 
• attended a meeting of the Upper Ottawa Valley Forest Industry Alliance with Mr. 

Alastair Baird, Acting Manager of Economic Development; 
• facilitated a meeting for the office of MP Cheryl Gallant between local forest industry 

interests and the Canadian Food Inspection Agency regarding changes in legislation 
affecting lumber exports to the United States. 
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Daily Observer – February 23, 2011 
 
 
Making a difference in sustainable forest management 
 

The Ontario Forest Industries Association (OFIA) has selected the County of Renfrew as a 2011 Forest Sector 
Champion. Jeff Muzzi, the County of Renfrew's manager of forestry services, will accept the award on behalf of the 
county at a special ceremony scheduled for March 2 during the 68th annual meeting of the OFIA. 

The United Nations Assembly declared 2011 as the International Year of Forests to raise awareness of sustainable 
forest management, conservation and sustainable development of all types of forests. In celebration of this 
declaration, the OFIA is recognizing outstanding contributions of northern and rural Ontario community leaders who 
are dedicated to promoting the sustainable use of Ontario's forests. 

Whitewater Region Reeve Don Rathwell, chair of the county's development and property committee, praised the 
dedication and professionalism of the county's forestry department. 

"This award recognizes the commitment of our forestry department to the long term sustainability of our county 
forests. Mr. Muzzi and all those involved in forest management are being recognized for leadership in terms of 
preserving our forests. This is a proud day for all of Renfrew County as once again we show why the County of 
Renfrew is a leader in terms of preservation of our natural resources." 

County of Renfrew Warden Bob Sweet said it is an honour to be recognized for the work the County of Renfrew has 
done in sustainable forest management. 

"The county is proud of its long tradition of sustainable forest management," Warden Sweet said. "In fact, forestry will 
be an important part of the county's 150th anniversary celebration of June 9-12. Jeff Muzzi, Renfrew County's forest 
manager, should also be very proud of being selected as the 2011 Forest Sector Champion. He has been a 
dedicated community leader promoting the sustainability of Ontario's forests." 
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REAL PROPERTY ASSETS DIVISION REPORT  
Prepared by: James Lynch, Manager of Real Property Assets 

Prepared for: Development & Property Committee 
March 8, 2011 

 
 
INFORMATION 
 
1. Real Property - Projects Update 
 

Committee will find attached as Appendix RP-I a summary report of all projects 
currently underway that involve the Real Property Assets Division.  All projects have 
been approved through the applicable Committee.  A legend is attached detailing the 
nomenclature and project steps as outlined. 
 

Recommendation: Receive as information. 
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PLANNING DIVISION REPORT  
Prepared by: Charles Cheesman, Manager of Planning Services 

Prepared for: Development & Property Committee 
March 8, 2010 

 
 
INFORMATION 
 
1. Planning Division Activity Tracker 
 

Attached as Appendix PLAN-I is the Activity Tracker for February 2011.  In February, 
the Division received 24 new severance applications and prepared 16 Planning Checklists 
for general inquiries. The GIS technicians worked on 91 mapping and GIS projects.  
 
For the period January-February 2011, the County of Renfrew received 22 severance 
applications compared to 24 received over the same period in 2010. 
 

Recommendation: Receive as information. 

 
2. Discussion Paper: Issues and Options for Reviewing Planning Applications in Karst 

Areas of Renfrew County 
 

The Karst discussion paper is attached as Appendix PLAN-II. This document provides 
background information on karst and outlines a proposed policy approach to deal with 
planning applications in karst areas. Until this policy can be incorporated into the County 
of Renfrew Official Plan, it would serve as an internal protocol in dealing with the 
County’s review and approval of severances and plans of subdivision, and in our review 
and commenting on other planning applications.  
 
The intent of the protocol is to work with local municipalities and applicants to address 
the karst issue without having to proceed automatically in all cases to a geotechnical 
study, the costs of which would have to be borne by the applicant.  
 
This document was circulated to all municipalities affected by karst topography. 
 

Recommendation: Receive as information. 
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Local Official Plan 0
Local Official Plan 
Amendment 0

Subdivision Draft Approval 0
Number of Draft Approved 
Lots/Blocks 0

Subdivision Final Approval 0
Number of Final Approved 
Lots/Blocks 0

Part Lot Control By-laws 0
Number of Lots Created by 
Part Lot Control 0

Severances 1 2 2 2 5 1 3 2 1 3 22
TOTAL FINAL AND DRAFT 
APPROVED LOTS 0 0 1 2 0 2 0 2 5 0 1 3 2 0 0 1 3 0 22

Official Plans 0

Official Plan Amendments 0
Comprehensive             
Zoning By-laws 0
Zoning By-law 
Amendments 1 1 1 1 2 6
Severances (County)         
New Applications 2 1 2 1 4 6 3 5 24
Severances               
(Reports to Municipality) 2 2
Minor Variances      
(Reports to Municipality) 0
Plans of Subdivision      
New Applications 0
Number of Subdivision 
Lots/Blocks 0

Site Plans / Agreements 0

OMB Hearings 0

Planning Checklist 1 1 1 2 1 3 2 2 1 2 16

Counter & Other Inquiries 1 1 1 1 1 3 1 1 10

TOTAL ACTIVITY 0 0 3 4 0 4 4 5 7 1 10 3 9 3 8 6 13 0 80

APPLICATIONS (Review & Preparation of Documents)

PRELIMINARY REVIEW

PLANNING DIVISION ACTIVITY TRACKER
DEVELOPMENT AND                                    

PROPERTY DEPARTMENT TIME PERIOD - February  2011

APPROVALS

24 severances received January-February 2010 versus 26 severances received January-February 2010

22 severance decisions January-February 2011 versus 30 severance decisions January-February 2010
P:\Data\County\D-DEVELOPMENT & PLANNING\D00 DEVELOPMENT & PLANNING\GENERAL\PLANNING SERVICE\Planning Divivision Activity\2011\Planning Division Activity Tracker 201139
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GIS Data & Systems
Database Maintenance 1 1 6 8
Internet GIS Maintenance 2 2
Internet GIS Enhancements 0

Metadata Creation & updates 3 3

Data Distribution/ Contracts 0
Conferences, Courses & User 
Groups 0

Training, Reports & 
Presentations Delivered 2 2

Technical Support 12 12
Map document conversions & 
updates 1 1

Policies & Procedures 1 1
Research, Funding 
Applications & Budgets 3 3

Other 2 2
Internal D&P Dept

Economic Development & 
Tourism 2 2

Forestry 2 2
Planning 1 3 2 2 2 1 2 13
Real Property 4 4
Other 0

County Departments
Administration, Finance & 
Information Technology 4 4

Community & Social Services 4 4

Emergency Services 5 5
Human Resources 1 1

Public Works & Engineering 2 2

Other 0
External Inquiries & 

Requests
Municipalities 2 1 3 2 8
Agencies & Institutions 0

General Public & Businesses 8 8

Other 0
Special Projects

WEB GIS RFP 1 1

AMCTO 1 1

DRAPE 1 1

BROADBAND 1 1
LAND CLAIM 2 2

Total 1 0 0 5 0 1 0 0 5 0 0 0 3 2 3 0 1 70 91

GIS ACTIVITY TRACKER
TIME PERIOD - Feb 2011DEVELOPMENT AND                                    

PROPERTY DEPARTMENT

P:\Data\COUNTY\D - DEVELOPMENT & PLANNING\D00 DEVELOPMENT & PLANNING - GENERAL\PLANNING SERVICES\Planning Division Activity\2007\GIS Division Activity Tracker 2007.xls

Notes: 
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Issues and Options for Reviewing Planning 
Applications in Karst Areas of Renfrew County 

 

1.0 Karst Mapping 
 
The Ministry of Northern Development, Mines and Forestry (MNDMF) recently distributed karst 
topography data map to the County of Renfrew; the data was prepared by the Ontario Geological 
Survey (OGS) and has a stated accuracy of +/- 100 metres.  The identified Karst Area covers 
60,060 hectares (148,406 acres) of the County of Renfrew within 10 municipalities.  Attachment 
1 is a map of the County with coloured areas representing three karst categories: Known Karst, 
Inferred Karst, and Potential Karst.   

Known Karst:  Regions coloured in red on the attached map represent areas of 
known karst, determined either by OGS staff and/or published reports.  These 
karst features include caves, sinkholes, and or disappearing streams and karst 
springs, and, to a lesser degree, various forms of karren. 

Inferred Karst:  Inferred karst areas are depicted on the map in orange.  This 
represents areas that are predominantly carbonate rock where direct observations 
could not be made due to overburden cover or logistical challenges, but which 
possesses rock units that are most susceptible to karstification and should display 
karst features.  These areas are a natural extrapolation of exposed bedrock areas 
that display karst and/or through various groundwater studies the aquifers appear 
to behave in a karstic nature. 

Potential Karst:  Potential Karst areas are coloured yellow on the attached map; 
this is the least confident category for depicting karst.  Areas depicted as potential 
karst regions possess predominantly carbonates or mixed carbonate/evaporate 
successions that are susceptible to karstification but which are covered by 
overburden or younger stratigraphic units.  These regions also lack direct 
observation of karst features by OGS staff and/or do not have any reported karst 
features.  

The information provided by MNDMF only describes and identifies the location of karst 
topography.  The Ministry has not produced a best practices or recommended approaches 
document for reviewing development applications in karst topography.  The majority of karst 
topography in the province of Ontario is immature and would not pose a significant hazard for 
most development applications.  The challenge for the County of Renfrew and local 
municipalities is how to ensure that planning decisions are consistent with the Provincial Policy 
Statement by limiting development on hazardous sites, while reducing the need for expensive 
studies at the property owner’s expense.  The problem we face is that there are no official 
policies or internal protocols for dealing with development applications in Karst areas. 
 
 
2.0 Provincial Policy Context 

Section 3(5) of the Planning Act requires that decisions on planning applications (i.e. consents, 
subdivision, zoning and official plan amendments) be consistent with the Provincial Policy 
Statement (PPS).  The PPS provides policy direction on matters of provincial interest related to 
land use planning and development.  The PPS includes policies to protect public health and 
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safety by directing development away from natural hazards where there is an unacceptable risk 
to public health or safety, or of property damage.  Hazardous sites are defined as property or 
lands that could be unsafe for development and site alteration due to naturally occurring hazards.  
Under the PPS these hazards include unstable soils (sensitive marine clays [leda], organic soils) 
or unstable bedrock (karst topography).  Section 3.1.1 of the PPS states that development shall 
generally be directed to areas outside of hazardous sites. 
 

3.0 Karst – A Brief Description 

Karst is a term used to describe landscapes that display distinctive features resulting from 
chemical dissolution and precipitation of bedrock known as carbonates (e.g., limestone, 
dolostone and marble).  Karst may include features such as sinkholes, caves, sinking streams and 
various forms of channels or furrows.  The term Karst is derived from an area on the border of 
Slovenia and Italy where the first scientific research of a karst topography was made, where it is 
called "Carso". 

Karst landscapes are caused mainly by erosion of bedrock by surface water and groundwater 
over a substantial time span.  This results in conduit-style groundwater flow and greater 
connectivity between surface waters, sinking streams, and groundwater aquifers.  Therefore, 
groundwater aquifers in karsted terrains are more susceptible to biological and chemical 
contamination as water may run unimpeded, bypassing the normal filtering that occurs in a 
porous aquifer.  Areas of exposed limestone/dolostone plain or associated areas of thin 
overburden cover are considered to be of “High Aquifer Vulnerability”.   

Karst features are affected by several factors, including overburden cover, bedrock lithology 
(physical composition), topography and depth to the water table.  Overburden cover greatly 
limited the development of karst where the overburden was uniformly in excess of 0.5 to 1.0 
metres in depth.  Under these conditions, water infiltrating from precipitation will be neutralized 
as it passes through the soil porosity prior to encountering the bedrock, hence having little 
influence on the rock.  For example, buried limestone surfaces commonly preserve the smooth, 
striated glacial surface in a fresh state.  The sites where surface karst weathering was most 
developed with distinct open crevasse-like joints and channels were those areas where the rock 
was directly exposed at the surface. 

There is no one formula for defining a hazardous area associated with karst formations. Defining 
the “area of provincial interest” is a site-specific process.  The size, extent and severity of the 
hazards depend on local conditions.   
 
 
4.0 Summary of Municipal Approaches to Deal with Development in Karst Areas 

Few municipalities in the Province have Karst Topography.  The Niagara Escarpment is a large 
landform that is a largely forested ridge of sedimentary rock (dolostone) 725 km in length which 
in many areas has various forms of Karst.  Planning staff have contacted several municipalities 
within this area and found that there are three common approaches to handle development in 
areas of Karst. 
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1) The most common example is to have a policy which is basically a direct quote from the 
PPS: 
 

Development shall generally be directed to areas outside of hazardous 
sites.  Development may be permitted where it can be demonstrated that 
the hazards can be safely addressed, and the development and site 
alteration is carried out in accordance with provincial standards. 

 
Policies like this example do not directly make any reference to Karst topography, but 
applies equally to all hazardous sites such as karst, slip clays and flood plains.  Under this 
policy, wherever a potential natural hazard has been identified, it would be the 
responsibility of the proponent to hire a professional to prepare a study to address the 
concern.  Very little direction is provided for the proponents of a development application 
which could lead to varying interpretations to what is required as there are no provincial 
standards for development in Karst areas. 
 

2) The second example is as follows: 
 
Development or site alteration in areas identified as having Karst 
Topography will require the preparation of a Geotechnical Study to assess 
the impacts and mitigation measures on the surface and groundwater 
supply.  The study shall be prepared to the satisfaction of the municipality. 

 
The policy provides direction that the study is required to examine impacts on the surface 
and groundwater supply and provide any mitigation measures that may be required.  This 
policy automatically requires a study for any development within Karst areas.  It was 
found that the municipalities that used this approach all had a more in-depth Karst study 
for their municipality which mapped the Karst areas (as opposed to having inferred or 
potential Karst areas).  Generally this study was prepared by the local Conservation 
Authority. 
 

3) The third common policy example is used by municipalities with similar data 
(questionable accuracy) as the County of Renfrew was given to utilize.  The policy 
generally states: 
 

Areas shown on the Schedule to this plan as being the site of Karst 
topography are potentially considered to be development constraint areas.  
In cases where Planning Act approval is required, an investigation of the 
potential impacts of the development on the surface and groundwater 
supply shall be required in accordance with the following provisions: 
• An assessment of the need to provide a full scale Geotechnical Study is 

required.  This assessment shall determine if karst features exist within 
1 metre of the surface.  If the assessment determines that there is more 
than 1 meter of material between the surface and the karst feature, no 
further work is required; 

• If karst features are found within 1 metre of the surface, then a 
Geotechnical Study shall be required assessing the impacts and 
mitigation measures on the surface and groundwater supply. 
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Under this scenario, the proponent of the development would dig 3 holes, 2 holes on 
either side of the building envelope and one where the septic system would be located.  
The holes would be inspected by the Septic Inspector or the Chief Building Official to 
measure the depth of overburden material.  If more than one metre of overburden was 
present then it would be determined that there was no Karst Hazard.  Staff for the 
municipalities that we interviewed said that the majority of development applications 
received in karst areas had the 1 metre of overburden.  In cases where there was less than 
1 metre of overburden the applicants would submit a study that would examine the 
potential impacts of both potential for sinkholes and groundwater impact, but recognizing 
that groundwater was the larger issue.  This policy would only apply to new proposed 
development that required Planning Act approval.  Applications for building permits that 
did not require a zoning amendment, consent, or site plan are permitted without further 
study. 
 
 

5.0 Proposed Karst Policy in County of Renfrew Official Plan (5-year Review) 

The recommended policy approach for reviewing development applications in karst areas has 
been developed by County staff based on research from the karst mapping received from 
MNDMF, correspondence with MNDNF and a survey of other municipal Official Plans.  The 
recommended policy takes a three-step approach to addressing Karst.  This approach attempts to 
reduce cost and time to an applicant while still ensuring any planning decision will not create a 
risk to public health or safety or property.  The recommended policy is a derivative of the third 
policy example provided above.  The difference between the recommended policy approach and  
example 3 is the allowance for a “scoped” or “scaled down” review by an expert before 
progressing to a full Geotechnical Study in cases where there is less than a metre of overburden. 

When the County of Renfrew Official Plan is updated a formal karst policy can be included in 
the plan.  This proposed policy would only apply to municipalities that utilized the County of 
Renfrew Official Plan.  Municipalities that have their own Official Plan would have to decide on 
a policy direction on how to ensure that their planning decisions are consistent with the 
Provincial Policy Statement to avoid development within a potentially hazardous karst area. 

KARST TOPOGRAPHY POLICY 

Karst topography is an area of limestone plain marked by sinks or karst holes, interspersed with 
abrupt ridges and irregular protuberant rock, usually underlain by caverns and underground 
streams.  This irregular topography is developed by surface and ground water eroding limestone.  
Areas shown on Attachment 1 as being karst topography are potentially considered to be 
development constraint areas.  It is recognized that the mapping may not be totally accurate, 
however the mapping does show areas of potential environmental constraint to development that 
must be addressed prior to development occurring.  Development shall generally be directed to 
areas outside of karst topography unless the effects and risk to public safety are minor so as to be 
managed or mitigated. 

1)  In areas identified as karst on Attachment 1, three on-site test holes are required to 
determine whether the hazard exists (one hole in the proposed location of the septic 
system and two holes on either side of the proposed building envelope).  The holes 
are to be inspected by the Chief Building Official or Municipal Sewage  Inspector.  If 
there is generally more than 1 metre of overburden material between the surface and 
the bedrock no further work is required.  
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2) In areas where there is generally less than 1 metre of overburden material between the 
surface and the bedrock as determined by the on-site test hole, a scoped geotechnical 
investigation by a qualified individual shall be required.  The scoped investigation 
should provide a professional opinion whether a karst hazard exists on-site.  If it is 
determined that a hazard does not exist, no further work is required. 

 
3) In areas determined to be within a karst hazard, a geotechnical study prepared by a 

qualified individual shall be required.  The study is required to assess the impacts and 
risks to surface and groundwater contamination and/or construction restrictions due to 
unstable bedrock conditions, and recommending mitigation measures to prevent any 
adverse impacts.  Site plan control and/or zoning by-law restrictions may be utilized 
to implement recommended mitigation measures. Council will not support 
development where adverse impact due to karst cannot be mitigated.  

Until the County Official Plan is amended to incorporate policies for dealing with development 
in karst areas, it is recommended that the three-step approach outlined above serve as an internal 
protocol. 

(*Amendment – February 28, 2011*) 
*The County of Renfrew Planning Division circulated a draft of this document to the affected 
local municipalities in the County. As a result of this circulation and the comments received 
back, the following clarifications have been made to the protocol: 

1. It would not apply to existing vacant lots. 
2. It would not apply to severances splitting 2 existing dwellings. 
3. It would not apply to a severed or retained parcel with an existing dwelling. 
4. It would apply to the retained or severed parcel that is vacant.* 

 

 

Sources: 

1. Karst of Southern Ontario and Manitoulin Island: Groundwater Resources Study 5. Ontario 
Geological Survey  

2. Supplementary Report to Groundwater Resources Study 5: 3-D Field Investigation of 
Paleozoic Bedrock and Boreholes in Thin-Drift Limestone-Dolostone Plains of Southern 
Ontario.  Golder Associates Ltd. And Ontario Geological Survey. 

3. Natural Hazards Technical Guide.  Ministry of Natural Resources. 

4. City of Hamilton 

5. Grey County 

6. Bruce County 

7. Town of the Blue Mountains 

8. Municipality of Meaford 

9. North Grenville 

 
P:\Data\COUNTY\D - DEVELOPMENT & PLANNING\D08 COUNTY OFFICIAL PLAN & AMENDMENTS\5 YEAR REVIEW\Karst 
Discussion Paper - revised Feb 28 2011.docx 
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ADDENDUM TO FORESTRY DIVISION REPORT  
Prepared by: Jeff Muzzi, Manager of Forestry Services 

Prepared for: Development & Property Committee 
March 8, 2011 

 
 
BY-LAWS 
 
3. Easement for Hydro One on Beachburg Tract 
 

As previously discussed at the October 31, 2007, sessions of Committee and County 
Council, Paul and Fritz Klaesi are generating electricity on their farm operation using an 
anaerobic bio-digester system.  They had sent a request to Hydro One to connect their 
farm operation on Government Road to the three-phase hydro line that is located on 
Beachburg Road. The route chosen follows the north side of Fletcher Road, which forms 
the south boundary of the Beachburg Tract.  The easement required the clearing of a strip 
of Renfrew County forest to a depth of 3 or 4 metres over a length of 1,400 metres (1/2 
hectare total) and the installation of one transmission pole anchor on County property.  
All costs of clearing, erection and installation were borne by the Klaesi brothers.  Timber 
products harvested during the line clearing operation remained the property of the County 
of Renfrew and were sold.  There was no cost or liability incurred by the County of 
Renfrew. The three-phase line allows them to sell any excess energy they generate to 
Ontario Power Generation.  The Manager of Forestry Services inspected the proposed 
easement, and in his judgment, the proposed easement will have negligible effects on the 
management of the County forest, and it is permitted under the Renfrew County Forest 
Management Plan. 
 
County Council previously passed Resolution No. DP-CC-07-11-179 as follows: THAT a 
By-law to authorize an Agreement to Grant an Easement to Hydro One Networks Inc. to 
Construct and Maintain a Hydro Transmission Line Within the County of Renfrew 
Beachburg Forest Tract be adopted at this session of County Council. 
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. has now submitted an easement transfer agreement to the 
County of Renfrew for the transfer of the easement lands to Hydro One. The County’s 
legal counsel is advising that an amending by-law be passed with the correct legal 
description of the said lands. 
 

Recommendation: WHEREAS the Corporation of the County of Renfrew passed By-law No. 
99-07 on the 28th of November, 2007 wherein it agreed to grant an easement over certain lands to 
Hydro One Networks Inc.; 
 
AND WHEREAS said By-law No. 99-07 did not contain a legal description of said lands, which 
are now described as Part 1 on a plan deposited in the Registry Office for the Land Titles 
Division of Renfrew (No. 49) as Plan 49R-16931; 
 
NOW THEREFORE be it resolved that Part 1, Reference Plan 49R-16931 be and are the lands 
referred to in By-law 99-07 and that County Council pass a by-law to amend By-law 99-07 being 
a By-law to authorize an Agreement to Grant an Easement to Hydro One Networks Inc. to 
Construct and Maintain a Hydro Transmission Line Within the County of Renfrew Beachburg 
Forest Tract. 
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COUNTY OF RENFREW 

 
BY-LAW NUMBER  

  
A BY-LAW TO AMEND BY-LAW 99-07 BEING A BY-LAW TO AUTHORIZE AN 

AGREEMENT TO GRANT AN EASEMENT TO HYDRO ONE NETWORKS INC. TO 
CONSTRUCT AND MAINTAIN A HYDRO TRANSMISSION LINE WITHIN THE 

COUNTY OF RENFREW BEACHBURG FOREST TRACT 
________________________________________________________________________  

 
WHEREAS on November 28, 2007, the Corporation of the County of Renfrew enacted By-Law 
No. 99-07, a By-Law to authorize an Agreement to Grant an Easement to Hydro One Networks 
Inc. to Construct and Maintain a Hydro Transmission Line Within the County of Renfrew 
Beachburg Forest Tract; 
 
AND WHEREAS it is deemed desirable and expedient to amend the said By-Law for the 
purpose of amending the description of lands; 
 
NOW THEREFORE the Council of the Corporation of the County of Renfrew hereby enacts as 
follows:  
 
1.  The agreement marked as Schedule “A” attached to and made part of this by-law is 

hereby approved and deemed an agreement between the Corporation of the County of 
Renfrew and Hydro One Networks Inc. 

 
2.  That the Warden and Clerk are hereby empowered to do and execute all things, papers, 

and documents necessary to the execution of this by-law. 
 
3.  That this by-law shall come into force and take effect upon the passing thereof. 
 
 
READ a first time this 30th day of March 2011.  
 
READ a second time this 30th day of March 2011.  
 
READ a third time and finally passed this 30th day of March 2011.  
 

 
 

 
 
_____________________________    ______________________________   
ROBERT SWEET, WARDEN    W. JAMES HUTTON, CLERK  
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