
 

 
DEVELOPMENT AND PROPERTY COMMITTEE 

 
Tuesday, September 6, 2011 

 
 
A meeting of the Development and Property Committee was held on Tuesday, September 6, 
2011, at 10:00 a.m., at the Town of Renfrew Municipal Office, Renfrew, Ontario. 
 
Present were:   Donald Rathwell, Chair 
    Bob Sweet, Warden 
      
and Committee Members: Raye-Anne Briscoe, Mary Campbell, Donald Eady, Audrey Green, 

Norm Lentz, David Thompson 
 
Staff Present: W. James Hutton, Chief Administrative Officer/Clerk 
 Paul Moreau, Director of Development & Property 
 Jim Lynch, Manager of Real Property Assets 
 Jeff Muzzi, Manager of Forestry  
 Alastair Baird, Manager of Economic Development 
 Craig Kelley, Business Development Officer 

Judy Kelly, Administrative Assistant, Development & Property 
              
 
Chair Rathwell called the meeting to order at 10:05 a.m. The roll was called and no pecuniary 
interests were disclosed. 
 
RESOLUTION NO. DP-C-11-09-57 

 
Moved by: Warden Sweet 
Seconded by: Reeve Green 
 
THAT the minutes of the August 9, 2011 meeting be adopted as printed and circulated. 
  
CARRIED. 
 
Reeve Green welcomed everyone to the Town of Renfrew and introduced Mayor Bill Ringrose 
who also welcomed everyone to the Town of Renfrew. 
 
Chair Rathwell called on Mr. Jeff Muzzi who introduced Mr. Terry Veaudry, Manager of the 
Snow Country Snowmobile Association, who made a presentation on the future of the CP Rail 
corridor for snowmobile and ATV use (attached as Appendix A). Also with Mr. Veaudry were 
Mr. David Priebe, District Governor of the Ontario Federation of Snowmobile Clubs (OFSC), 
and Mr. Brian Rook, President of the Renfrew County ATV Club. 
 
In response to a question on trail protocol (e.g. ATVs moving over for horses), Mr. Veaudry 
advised that trail protocol is addressed in the ATV Club’s membership rules/guidelines. 
Discussion was held on the various types of surface on the trails for various uses and it was noted 
that the K&P Trail is an example of a great multi-use trail. Mr. Veaudry advised that in 2010 the 
following number of permits were sold: OFSC District 6 members = 1750 (approximately 8-10% 
of the permits were purchased from snowmobilers outside District 6) and ATV = 150. 
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Mr. Veaudry informed Committee that the CP rail line parallels the OFSC Top A trail which is 
primarily located on private lands and because of this, it would be beneficial for the OFSC to 
have the trail in public hands. He reiterated that the OFSC is able to assist the County through 
funding/grants it is able to access that may be used to assist with costs such as consulting, legal, 
engineering, surveying and studies. Chair Rathwell thanked for Mr. Veaudry for his presentation.  
 
Warden Sweet thanked Mr. Veaudry for his presentation and then provided an update on the CP 
Rail corridor abandonment process. He advised that a committee will be formed consisting of 
Warden Sweet, Mayor Briscoe and Reeve Rathwell under the direction of Mr. Paul Moreau to 
pursue the acquisition of the corridor that runs through the County of Renfrew. He noted that CP 
has indicated that all the bridges and trestles are to remain in place. Mr. Moreau was asked to 
find out at what point in time the school buses cease to stop at railway crossings, as the public 
will start to use the abandoned line and may not pay attention to crossings.  
 
Mr. Baird introduced Mr. Jim Deslauriers of Deslauriers Custom Cabinets who made a 
presentation to Committee on his business which was founded in 1979 and currently employs 
approximately 150 employees. Mr. Deslauriers advised that all of their products are made to 
order and they produce approximately 50-60 kitchens per day ($25M per year). He remarked that 
his company stayed in Renfrew after the fire at their previous location because of the help they 
received from the Town of Renfrew and the quality of the workforce. He suggested that in order 
to draw new business into the County, a 10 minute Youtube video would be beneficial (e.g. here 
are the industries in the County of Renfrew). Mr. Deslauriers advised that the grant received 
from the Eastern Ontario Development Fund (EODF) after the fire allowed them to advance their 
catalogues and hire more staff. He advised the Warden he would provide a letter of 
recommendation/support to the Eastern Ontario Wardens’ Caucus to keep this funding in place. 
The Chair thanked Mr. Deslauriers for his presentation. 
 
Mr. Baird introduced Mr. Shawn McHale, President, of OVG Inc. and OVG Solar Inc. who 
made a presentation to Committee on his company (windows and solar products) attached as 
Appendix B. Mr. McHale advised that assistance in applying for grants would be beneficial for 
his company. He indicated that the people/workforce in Renfrew County are a huge asset as they 
are very skilled. He remarked this his company is looking at ways to increase their efficiency in 
order to survive in the manufacturing industry as they are facing competition from companies in 
China and companies moving to Canada from China. Warden Sweet encouraged OVG to apply 
for grants as this is part of the reason the EODF is being considered to be discontinued. Mayor 
Briscoe thanked Mr. McHale for his presentation and further added that she is proud that 
Deslauriers and OVG are family-owned businesses that have stayed in the County. She thanked 
both companies for their philanthropic donations in the area as well. Chair Rathwell thanked Mr. 
McHale for his presentation. 
 
Mr. Dave Lemkay, Executive Director of the Renfrew Industrial Commission (RIC), made a 
presentation to Committee regarding various companies in the Town of Renfrew. He advised that 
the RIC is part of a team made up of the BIA, Chamber of Commerce, the Town of Renfrew and 
the Renfrew Tourism Committee. The RIC is also one of many stakeholders in the Renfrew and 
Area Health Care Village and the goal is to attract 14 doctors in the next 7 years. He thanked 
everyone for coming to the Town of Renfrew. 
 
Reeve Green thanked all of the companies for attending. 
  
Warden Sweet and Reeve Rathwell presented plaques to Mr. Deslauriers and Mr.McHale. 
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Committee broke for lunch at 11:45 a.m. and reconvened at 12:20 p.m. with the same persons 
present except the delegations.   
 
DEVELOPMENT & PROPERTY 
 
Mr. Moreau advised that there were no correspondence items for the Development and Property 
Department Report, which is attached as Appendix C.  
 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
 
Mr. Baird overviewed the Economic Development Division Report, which is part of the 
Development and Property Department Report.  
 
Mayor Thompson advised that the Town of Deep River is holding their first Farmer’s Market on 
Saturday, September 10, 2011, and are holding a 100-mile dinner on September 9, 2011. The 
Town is anticipating that the Farmer’s Market will be a regular event in 2012. He advised 
Committee that the Town of Deep River would like to be a part of Taste of the Valley next year. 
 
Mayor Briscoe suggested Economic Development staff perform follow up visits to County of 
Renfrew companies to see if they can be of further assistance (e.g. applications for grants, 
funding, etc.). Mr. Baird advised that Economic Development staff have been assisting 
companies with applications for funding all along, but will endeavour to participate more 
forcefully.  
 
OTTAWA VALLEY TOURIST ASSOCIATION 
 
Mr. Baird overviewed the Ottawa Valley Tourist Association Report, which is part of the 
Development and Property Department Report. 
 
Mayor Campbell complimented the OVTA on the best Rural Ramble brochure she has seen to 
date. She raised the issue of the strategic planning exercise the OVTA is planning to hold and 
inquired whether members of the Development and Property Committee would be invited as 
well. Committee was advised that this would be discussed at the September 21, 2011 meeting of 
the OVTA Board of Directors. Mr. Baird advised Committee that the OVTA Board of Directors 
and OVTA members are holding this event. Discussion was held on whether there is a charter or 
a Terms of Reference for the OVTA. Mr. Hutton replied that the OVTA is a separate 
incorporated organization and staff will provide this information to the Chair of the Finance and 
Administration Committee.  
 
ENTERPRISE RENFREW COUNTY (ERC) 
 
Mr. Baird overviewed the Enterprise Renfrew County Report, which is part of the Development 
and Property Department Report. 
 
In response to a request for additional information in the ERC Activity Tracker, Mr. Moreau 
advised that the ERC Activity Tracker cannot be changed as the format is dictated by the 
province and what it requires for reporting. 
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Reeve Green asked if a report could be done on how the two ERC offices (Renfrew and 
Pembroke) work together and what they produce. Mayor Campbell advised that she would like 
to see some form of measurement of how effective businesses become that have been assisted by 
ERC (tracking of results). It was noted that small business is hard to track. Mr. Moreau advised 
that ERC staff are looking to EDCO for assistance in tracking this type of information. 
Mr. Hutton advised that the County of Renfrew ERC office is recognized for its success and 
effectiveness and is a leader across the province. Mayor Campbell advised that her comments are 
not a criticism of the quality of the office. It was further noted that it is almost an impossible task 
to track the dollars invested in Economic Development. Mayor Campbell asked if it would be 
prudent to hire a summer student to contact all of the businesses in the County of Renfrew to 
track success, conduct surveys, etc. It was noted that a lot of businesses would not want to 
respond and would advise that they are able to handle their own business - why would they 
answer those questions and for what? Mr. Hutton advised that he has asked Department Heads to 
provide him with performance measures for the next budget year which will perhaps address 
some of these requests.   
 
Discussion was held on the Summer Company program and the possibility of moving the 
approval process ahead for the applicants. Mr. Baird advised that once ERC staff have approved 
the applications, the paperwork goes to the province for final approval where it must go through 
the proper channels and timelines.  
 
FORESTRY 
 
Mr. Muzzi overviewed the Forestry Division Report, which is part of the Development and 
Property Department Report.  
 
Warden Sweet thanked Mr. Muzzi for the signage erected at the Sesquicentennial Forest at the 
Pembroke Patrol garage. 
 
Discussion was held on providing forestry speaking notes for Mayor Visneskie at the AMO 
Conference. Mr. Muzzi advised that he provided speaking notes for Mayor Visneskie on what 
the official County of Renfrew positions currently are on forestry. Mr. Moreau advised that the 
request came from the Township of Killaloe, Hagarty, Richards and the information was County-
wide not just based on the Township of Killaloe, Hagarty, Richards.  
 
Discussion was held on weed inspections. Mr. Muzzi advised that he can only enforce weed 
control if it affects agricultural land.  
 
Mr. Moreau complimented Mr. Muzzi on his work with the forestry industry. 
 
REAL PROPERTY 
 
Mr. Lynch overviewed the Real Property Assets Division Report, which is part of the 
Development and Property Department Report.  
 
Mr. Hutton inquired if grants were being applied for for the Goshen Garage Requests for 
Proposal (RFP).  Mr. Lynch advised that once the proposals are received and we know what 
technology is going to be used, grants can then be applied for based on this information. 
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PLANNING 
 
Mr. Moreau overviewed the Planning Division Report, which is part of the Development and 
Property Department Report.  
 
RESOLUTION NO. DP-C-11-09-58 
 
Moved by: Mayor Campbell 
Seconded by: Mayor Briscoe 
 
THAT the Development and Property Department Report attached as Appendix C be approved. 
 
CARRIED. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Mr. Moreau informed Committee that Mr. Lynch submitted his letter of resignation (retirement) 
effective December 31, 2011.  
 
Mr. Moreau informed Committee that a “Renfrew County/Ottawa Valley Reverse Trade Show” 
will be held on October 5, 2011 at the Petawawa Civic Centre. The Reverse Trade Show is an 
opportunity that allows sellers of products and services to visit government display booths (CFB 
Petawawa, AECL, Algonquin College, the Government of Canada, Government of Ontario 
ministries, County of Renfrew, local municipalities, etc.) to discuss their business with the 
people who are in charge of buying and procurement. 
 
Mr. Moreau then overviewed a document distributed at the meeting entitled ”CP Rail 
Background” attached as Appendix D. Discussion followed. 
 
RESOLUTION NO. DP-C-11-09-59 
 
Moved by: Mayor Campbell 
Seconded by: Mayor Eady 
 
THAT the Development and Property Committee recommend that County Council pass a by-law 
amending By-law 17-11 to establish an ad-hoc CP Rail Corridor committee comprised of the 
Warden, Chair of the Development and Property Committee, Chair of the Finance and 
Administration Committee and the Director of the Development and Property Department as a 
resource. 
 
CARRIED. 
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RESOLUTION NO. DP-C-11-09-60 
 
Moved by: Reeve Green 
Seconded by: Mayor Briscoe 
 
THAT staff are directed to commence the creation of a project team and development of a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) that encompasses the guiding principles for the 
acquisition of the rail corridor.  Staff will also pursue discussions with CPR, Papineau-Cameron 
and the County of Lanark. 
 
CARRIED. 
 
Mayor Briscoe commended Mr. Moreau on a very clear and concise report. 
 
Mr. Muzzi advised Committee that 35 foresters from Ireland will be visiting the Beachburg Tract 
logging operations on September 9, 2011. 
 
RESOLUTION NO. DP-C-11-09-61 

 
Moved by: Mayor Campbell 
Seconded by: Mayor Eady 
 
THAT this meeting adjourn and the next regular meeting be held on Tuesday, October 11, 2011 
at the County of Renfrew Administration Building. Time – 1:42 p.m. 
 
CARRIED. 
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CP Rail Background: 
 
The Canadian Pacific Railway (CPR) – formerly 
known as CP Rail between 1968 and 1996, is a 
historic Canadian Class I railway founded in 
1881.  It is now operated by Canadian Pacific 
Railway Limited, which began operations as 
legal owner in a corporate restructuring in 2001. 
CP’s rail network serves major cities in the 
United States such as Minneapolis, Chicago and 
New York.  Its headquarters are in Calgary, 
Alberta.  It owns approximately 15,300 route 
miles (24,500 kilometres) of track all across 
Canada and into the United States, stretching 
from Montreal to Vancouver and as far north as 
Edmonton.1 
 
The company acquired two American lines in 2009: the Dakota, Minnesota and Eastern Railroad (DME) 
and the Iowa, Chicago and Eastern Railroad (ICE). The trackage of the ICE was at one time part of CP 
subsidiary Soo Line and its predecessor line The Milwaukee Road. The combined DME/ICE system 
spanned North Dakota, South Dakota, Nebraska, Wisconsin and Iowa, as well as two short stretches into 
two other states, which included a line to Kansas City, Missouri and a line to Chicago, Illinois. DME/ICE 
had regulatory approval to build a line into the Powder River Basin of Wyoming. 2 

 
CP’s primary passenger services were eliminated in 1986 after being assumed by Via Rail Canada in 
1978. 3 
 
The Canadian Pacific Railway is a public company with over 15,000 employees and market capitalization 
of $7 billion US in 2008.  CPR earned $5.0 billion in freight revenues in 2010. 
 
In recent times, CPR has been focusing its efforts 
on the Windsor to Quebec City Corridor and key 
markets in the United States.  Ultimately, this 
strategy has led to the abandonment of the line 
between Smiths Falls and Mattawa.   
 
Abandonment Process Background: 
 
Fifteen years ago, the Ottawa Valley Railway 
(OVR) began operating a long-term lease on a 
310-mile line from Smiths Falls to Sudbury 
owned by CP. In 1999, RailAmerica’s Canadian 
subsidiary, RailLink, took over the OVR for its 
short-line service to such customers as CFB 
Petawawa and the pulp and paper industry. In 
2009, CP ceased using the OVR for its eastbound rail cargo, opting instead to rely exclusively on its main 
line through Toronto. As a result, car loads dropped dramatically from over 4,000 in December 2008 to 
under 1,000 in December of 2009. 
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RailAmerica terminated its lease with the OVR on December 18, 2009. On January 5, 2010, CP advised 
stakeholders, including local governments, of its intent to discontinue and sell the line. Advertisements 
were published in February 2010, after which municipalities aggressively lobbied federal and provincial 
governments and OC Transpo for assistance in buying the rail line to preserve the infrastructure. These 
efforts were hampered by a legislative process that mandates strict time lines for bidding. 
 
A six month negotiating period was set for private-sector interests but no viable bids were presented for 
the 104-mile stretch from Mattawa to Smiths Falls. Federal and Provincial governments as well as OC 
Transpo declined to take an interest and the net salvage value. Estimated at some $90 million, it is not 
feasible for local municipalities to finance on their own. 
 
On June 6, 2011, in a last ditch effort to save the line, a group called Transport Action Ontario (TAO) 
filed a formal complaint with the Canadian Transportation Agency alleging that CP had not followed the 
proper procedure and should be required to repeat certain steps in the process.  
 
An August 5, 2011 decision of the 
Canadian Transportation Agency 
dismissed TAO’s complaint, stating 
"Based on the above findings, the 
Agency concludes that CP has 
complied with the transfer and 
discontinuance process set out in Part 
III, Division V of the CTA, and was 
not required to list these lines on its 
Three Year Plan.”  
 
During the week of August 5, 2011, 
the removal of a 25 mile stretch of 
tracks between Meath Hill and 
Renfrew, Ontario began.  
 
 
 
Moving Forward: 
 
While the abandonment of the line between Mattawa and Smiths Falls will create additional challenges 
for the future economic expansion of Renfrew County, it does present an opportunity to acquire the 
abandoned rail corridor.  The summary below indicates that the County of Renfrew has the largest 
segment of the rail corridor within its boundary, and therefore should play a lead role in determining the 
future of the corridor. 
 

• County of Renfrew to Mattawa = 23 km 
• Smith Falls to County of Renfrew = 63 km 
• County of Renfrew = 214 km 

o Arnprior = 3 km 
o McNab/Braeside = 15 km 
o Renfrew = 6 km 
o Horton = 13 km 
o Admaston/Bromley = 6 km 
o Whitewater Region = 35 km 
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o Pembroke = 6 km 
o Laurentian Valley = 13 km 
o Petawawa = 18 km 
o Laurentian Hills = 35 km 
o Head, Clara & Maria = 65 km 

 
It is important to note that on August 27, 1997, County Council provided broad direction for the 
acquisition of abandoned rail corridors.   The resolution is attached in its entirety as Appendix A.   
 
Recommended Next Steps: 
 
• Recommend the appointment of a CP Rail Corridor Committee comprised of the Warden and elected 

officials amending By-law 1-11.  The Committee will be identified as an AD-HOC Committee 
reporting to the Development and Property Committee. (Recommend Approval at September 2011 
D&P) 
 

• Develop a Memorandum of Understanding between, County of Renfrew and Lanark County that 
encompasses the projects guiding principles. (Completion by October 26, 2011) 
 

• Establish a project team consisting of the Director of Development and Property, representatives from 
Public Works and CAO as required.  The Project team will support the CP Abandonment Committee 
and make recommendations.  For the purpose of discussions relating to areas outside of Renfrew 
County, this team will also include representatives from Lanark County and the Township of 
Papineau-Cameron.  (Completion by October 26, 2011) 
 

• Create a Terms of Reference to be approved by the CP Abandonment Committee. 
 

• Move forward with meetings between CPR, Papineau-Cameron, Renfrew County and Lanark County 
to explore options for acquiring the abandoned rail corridor. 

 
 

Resolution: 
 
THAT the Development and Property Committee recommend that County Council pass a by-law 
amending By-law number 1-11 to establish an ad-hoc CP Rail Corridor Committee comprised of the 
Warden, Chair of the Development and Property Committee, Chair of the Finance and Administration 
Committee and Director of the Development and Property Department as a resource.   
 
Resolution: 
 
THAT staff are directed to commence the creation of project team and development of a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) that encompasses the guiding principles for the acquisition of the rail corridor.  
Staff will also pursue discussions with CPR, Papineau-Cameron and the County of Lanark. 
 
 



4 
 

Appendix A 

 

 
 

COUNTY OF RENFREW 
ABANDONED RAILWAY RIGHTS-OF-WAY POLICY 

 
(taken from Minutes of August 27, 1997 County Council minutes) 

 
1. The County of Renfrew shall purchase future surplus abandoned railway rights-of-way as they become 

available, from time-to-time, for use as future transportation and utility corridors.  In order to implement this 
policy, County Council shall seek to enter into an agreement with the owners of railway rights-of-way in 
Renfrew County to secure the opportunities to acquire surplus abandoned rights-of-way when such rights-of-
way become available for acquisition by the County of Renfrew.  Individual agreements will define in 
greater detail the location of lands to be made available for acquisition. 

 
The Ottawa Valley Economic Development Committee recognizes that the costs of acquiring such rights-of-
way will be funded through a variety of programs sponsored at the federal, provincial and municipal level.  
Public and private sector partnerships shall be encouraged for use as future transportation utility corridors, 
outdoor recreation, parks and open spaces. 

 
2. That County Council, through the Ottawa Valley Economic Development Committee, develop a 

comprehensive abandoned railway rights-of-way corridor strategy.  Municipalities with abandoned railway 
corridors will be asked to participate in the development and implementation of the strategy.  The strategy 
shall be approved by County Council. 

 
3. That the County of Renfrew consider the purchase of spurs and other associated railway corridor properties 

and utility corridors as such properties become available for acquisition from time-to-time.  It is recognized 
that individual municipalities have/will be initiating actions on their own as it relates to individual 
abandoned railway corridors in their jurisdiction.  The County of Renfrew, through the Ottawa Valley 
Economic Development Committee, shall only become involved in these instances if the land is to be used 
for purposes other than public use. 

 
4. The Ottawa Valley Economic Development Committee, in concert with the Renfrew County Planning 

Committee, will develop a draft policy on abandoned railway corridors for inclusion in a County of Renfrew 
Official Plan, and that prior to the development of this policy an interim control by-law be established to 
control permitted uses and other provisions relating to the Land Planning Act.  This interim control by-law 
will be developed in concert with the Renfrew County Planning Department, the Ottawa Valley Economic 
Development Department and the Renfrew County Roads Department. 

 
5. Use of all surplus abandoned railway rights-of-way acquired or managed by the County of Renfrew shall be 

used for transportation facilities, utility corridors, outdoor recreation, parks and open space.  For such rights-
of-way which the County of Renfrew acquires, recreational and agricultural uses shall be considered interim 
and will only be permitted where the use is compatible with the use of such rights-of-way as future 
transportation and utility corridors.  Use as a transportation or utility corridor will always have priority over 
any interim use.  Public use shall be encouraged. 
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