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POLICY STATEMENT 

The County of Renfrew as a road authority, has a need to ensure that warning signage on 
County Roads is in compliance with the requirements of the Highway Traffic Act and is 
consistent with the Department’s primary objective of providing and maintaining a safe road 
system. 

BACKGROUND 

The County of Renfrew, as the road authority having jurisdiction over County Roads, may make 
and enforce by-laws and policies pertaining to those items that may be placed within the road 
allowance. 

1. The Municipal Act, S.O. 2001, as amended, in Section 11 permits a municipality to pass 
by-laws pertaining to the public assets of the Municipality for the purpose of exercising 
its authority under the Act, and to pass by-laws pertaining to highways.  

2. Local municipalities, as well as the County of Renfrew, have an extensive network of 
roads, travelled at a high rate of speed, by a high volume of traffic, and must be able to 
do so safely.  

DEFINITIONS 

For the purposes of this policy the following definitions shall apply: 

“Highway” has the same meaning as provided in the Municipal Act, S.O. 2001, Section 1 and 
pertains only to those highways that fall under the control and jurisdiction of the County of 
Renfrew. 

“Road Allowance” means the land occupied by the highway. 

“Enhanced Traffic Warning Device” means a device which draws greater attention to an 
existing warning sign over and above the requirements of the Ontario Traffic Manual (OTM) 
Book 6 Warning Signs. 
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PROCEDURES 

The County of Renfrew may permit the installation of enhanced traffic warning devices on 
County Roads, subject to the following terms and conditions: 

1. Requests for the installation of the enhanced traffic warning device(s) shall be 
submitted by the local municipality in which the device is requested in writing. 

2. Upon receipt of a request from a local municipality for the installation of enhanced 
warning device(s), the County of Renfrew shall meet with staff from the municipality 
and review the location to determine its suitability for device(s). 

3. The County of Renfrew shall review background information and reasoning for the 
request of the enhanced warning device(s) in the identified locations. 

4. All warning signage shall meet or exceed the requirements of the Ontario Traffic Manual 
Book 6 Warning Signs, as may be applicable at the time of request and installation. If 
additional signage is identified to be required to meet minimum requirements of OTM 
Book 6 along the County Road as a result of this process, it shall be installed by the 
County of Renfrew prior to approval of the enhanced warning devices. 

5. The local municipality requesting the enhanced warning device(s) shall be responsible 
for fifty percent (50%) of all costs associated with the initial installation of the enhanced 
warning devices.  The local municipality in which the enhanced warning device(s) is 
requested to submit a resolution of the local municipal Council agreeing to pay 50% of 
the costs of the installation. 

6. The County of Renfrew shall be responsible for the costs associated with the annual 
operation and maintenance of the enhanced warning devices, including troubleshooting 
equipment issues and repair or replacement of damaged signage. 

APPROVALS 

The installation of new enhanced warning devices on County Roads shall be approved by the 
appropriate County of Renfrew authority, based on total overall cost of purchased services and 
materials, as per requirements of County Corporate Policy GA-01 Procurement of Goods and 
Services. 


